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Lisa Kingsley

From: Bill Bakke <bmbakke@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 2, 2021 10:55 AM
To: ODFW COMMISSION

Subject: Borax Lake Chub Protection

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Categories: Forwarded to Fish

February 2, 2021

Bill M. Bakke
6261 SW 47" Place
Portland, Oregon 97221

Dear ODFW Commissioners,

| recommend that Borax Lake (pond actually) not be removed from the ODFW Threatened Species list as a precautionary
concern:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) estimated that geothermal development in the vicinity is unlikely in the Borax
lake area. Industrial development for a geothermal purpose cannot be ruled out. Political support for development can
happen and could overcome designated land protections by the Bureau of Land Management. The ability of the USFWS
and ODFW to act fast enough to reestablish protection for Borax Lake chub is unlikely due to the processing time it takes
agencies to act, and protective action is more difficult when there is a heated political debate involving state
government and Congress. It is more difficult to delete a threatened species listing than it is to establish threatened
species protection during a raging political controversy.

Borax Lake chub are not only a unique species, they are found only in one small pond on the planet. Therefore, it is a
reasonable precautionary decision to continue threatened species protection by ODFW.

Sincerely,
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“One lives with the ghosts of what was and the hunger for what could have been.”
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Lisa Kingsley

From: Allen, Chris <chris_allen@fws.gov>

Sent: Thursday, February 4, 2021 9:33 PM

To: odfw.commission@state.or.us

Cc: Moran, Bridget N; Bangs, Brian L; Henson, Paul

Subject: USFWS letter of support to ODFW Commission on delisting of Borax Lake Chub from State ESA
Attachments: USFWS Borax Letter of Support to ODFW Commission 2-1-2021.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Categories: Forwarded to Fish

ODFW Commission,

Please find attached, the Fish and Wildlife Service's letter of support to ODFW and the
Commission for the removal of Borax Lake Chub from the State ESA.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to comment.

Chris Allen

Aquatic Resources Division Manager
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Region 9
Portland, Oregon

503.231.6906 (direct)

Website: http://www.fws.gov/oregonfwo/
Connect with us on Facebook






